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SENATE—Thursday, October 19, 2000 
(Legislative day of Friday, September 22, 2000) 

The Senate met at 10:30 a.m., on the 
expiration of the recess, and was called 
to order by the President pro tempore 
[Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John 
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty. 
Heaven and Earth are filled with Your 
glory. Praise and thanksgiving be to 
You, Lord most high. Ruler of the uni-
verse, reign in us. Creator of all, recre-
ate our hearts to love You above all 
else. Provider of limitless blessings, 
may we never forget that we have been 
blessed to be a blessing. Sovereign of 
our Nation, we commit our lives to 
You. We surrender the false idols of our 
hearts: Pride, position, power, past ac-
complishments. Without You, we could 
not breathe a breath, think a thought, 
or devise a plan. May our only source 
of security be that we have been called 
to be both Your friends and Your serv-
ants. You are the reason for living, the 
only one we must please, and the one 
to whom we are ultimately account-
able. With united minds and hearts, we 
dedicate the work of this Senate to 
You. Through our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen.

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JIM BUNNING, a Sen-
ator from the State of Kentucky, led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BUNNING). Under the previous order, 
the leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, for 
the information of all Senators, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business until 12:30 p.m. today. At 12:30, 
the Senate will recess for a party cau-
cus meeting until 2:15 p.m. It is hoped 
that the Senate will receive the HUD– 
VA appropriations conference report 

and/or the continuing resolution from 
the House by early afternoon. The Sen-
ate may also have a procedural vote 
with respect to the bankruptcy reform 
bill during today’s session. Therefore, 
Senators can expect up to three votes 
this afternoon. As usual, Senators will 
be notified as votes are scheduled. 

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, there will now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business not to extend beyond the hour 
of 12:30 p.m., with Senators permitted 
to speak therein for up to 5 minutes 
each and with the time to be equally 
divided between the two leaders or 
their designees. 

Under the previous order, the Sen-
ator from Missouri, Mr. ASHCROFT, is 
recognized to speak for 15 minutes. 

The Senator from Missouri. 
f 

REMEMBERING GOVERNOR MEL 
CARNAHAN

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, 
today I rise with a deep sense of sad-
ness. As you all are aware, on Monday 
night Missouri’s Governor, Mel 
Carnahan, was killed in a tragic plane 
crash. Also killed in the crash were the 
Governor’s son, Randy Carnahan, and 
the Governor’s long-time aide, Chris 
Sifford. My wife Janet and I join with 
all Missourians in mourning these 
deaths. We express our deepest sym-
pathies to the Carnahan and Sifford 
families. We will continue to pray that 
God will grant these families comfort, 
healing, and strength in this time of 
great sorrow. This is a time when the 
Carnahan and Sifford families must 
bear the burden of a tragedy so unex-
pected and so profound that each of us 
feels their loss. That our Senate cam-
paign could have ended so tragically is 
shocking.

As the collective heart of Missouri 
mourns the loss of a leader, this is a 
time for unity and common purpose in 
Missouri. We, as both a State and Na-
tion, join together to mourn the loss of 
Governor Carnahan—a committed pub-
lic servant. Although we were com-
peting for the same office, Governor 
Carnahan and I had a unique relation-
ship united by the common bonds of 
public service and respect for the peo-
ple of Missouri. We both were honored 
to be sons of educators. We both loved 
time spent with our families on our 
farms.

Governor Carnahan and I also shared 
a commitment to the greatest promise 
for our Nation’s future: the education 
of our children. We committed to the 
commonsense idea that to continue our 
prosperity, we should invest part of the 
Federal surplus in educating America’s 
children. That is a theme which I will 
pursue with intensity here in the Sen-
ate. Governor Carnahan has always 
been present and accounted for when 
duty called. He served as a member of 
the United States Air Force. He was a 
municipal judge. As a member of the 
State House of Representatives, he 
served as majority flood leader. He was 
elected State Treasurer in 1980, Lieu-
tenant Governor in 1988, and Governor 
in 1992. He was highly respected and 
the State prospered during his time as 
Governor.

As we absorb the blow of this trag-
edy, we should be reminded of what 
truly is important in life—commit-
ment to God, to family, and to our fel-
low citizens. These were the commit-
ments of Mel Carnahan. He served the 
people of Missouri with dignity and 
honor for more than four decades. I 
will remember him, and all of Missouri 
will remember him, for his dedication 
to his family—as a husband, a father, 
and a grandfather. We are all grateful 
that Mel Carnahan was willing to 
spend his life serving the people and 
the State of Missouri. I again extend 
my deepest sympathies to Governor 
Carnahan’s wife, Jean, and to his fam-
ily. Our prayers are with them in this 
time of great loss. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I join 

my colleague from Missouri in telling 
the family of Mel Carnahan how deeply 
sorry we all are. 

It must be a terribly difficult time 
for the citizens of his State, for his 
family, and for everyone who knew 
him. I hope we can carry on his tradi-
tion, one about which he talked so 
much in the last four decades, of mak-
ing sure all of our children get a good 
education and the people of this great 
country have the opportunities about 
which he cared so deeply. 

I thank the Senator from Missouri. 
f 

EDUCATION

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I have 
come to the floor today to talk about 
education.

In the past month, students across 
our country have gone back to school. 
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